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Swakopmund could be made by rail. It is strange to think
how difficult and precarious communication still is within a
comparatively short distance of Capetown. We can do no
more, in the space at our disposal, than briefly to note a few
points of interest. At Mucha, a station of the Congregation
du Saint-Esprit, in Portuguese territory, where the Fathers
have established a splendid Jardin d'Acclimatation, the Bishop
saw a tamed African elephant at work. The Ovambo have
permanent "sanctuaries with hereditary guardians, where
fugitives who can once reach the spot are safe (p. 164). It is
to be hoped that the Fathers working among the Ovamuila
(p. 122) may some day be enabled to publish the information
they have collected concerning the religion of these people,
though the assertion that " the central worship is that of a
bull, and bears strong affinities to the ancient Egyptian
system," makes one suspect a possible misapprehension. Cer-
tainlv the fact that "all the rich are reckoned as gods and
goddesses nfter their death," is by no means an unlikely de-
velopment of the usual Bantu ancestor-worship.

De I'Origine des Pahouins. Essai de resolution de ce toro-
blhne ethnologiqut. Par Louis Franc. Paris: A. Ma-
loine, 25-27 Rue de l'Ecole-de-M£d£cine.

W E own to being disappointed with this little pamphlet,
which promised to be of great interest. The author has ad-
vanced the proposition that the Fans (Pahouins or Pamue) are
descended from a horde of Franks who, according to Zosimus,
crossed over into Africa in A.D. 254 and there disappeared.
We fail to see that M. Franc has succeeded in making out
his case; his citation of authorities is very partial, and his
arguments scarcely convincing. The resemblances alleged to
exist in weapons, language, mythology, &c, between the
ancient Franks and the modern Fan, may be passed over
without comment, except to remark that the "arme de guerre
tres singuliere," described as " une espece de hache a
plusieurs tranchants," seems to be the trombatch of the Niam-
niam, which is also common on the Ubangi and probably
throughout the Congo forest regions. If so, it is neither
peculiar to the Fans, nor likely to be derived from the fran-
cisque of the ancient Germans.

The Africander Land. By Archibald R. Colquhoun.
London : John Murray.

MR. COLQUHOUN, already well known for several able works
dealing with China and other countries of the Far East, has
qualified himself to write on South Africa by his experience
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as the first British administrator of Mashonaland, and by a
subsequent visit to all the colonies and the protectorates in
1904-5. The thoughtful and well-written volume before us
touches on a variety of questions which we are precluded from
discussing here, partly from considerations of space, but also
because some of them are connected with political matters
lying beyond our province. It is divided into three parts,
"Black South Africa," "White South Africa," and " O n
the Knees of the Gods "—the last consisting of two chapters
in which a summary of present conditions and a forecast of
the future is attempted. The first section, though only about
half as long as the second, is that which most immediately
concerns us; but from the nature of the cqse, questions affect-
ing the various races and nationalities are so intertwined that
matter connected with native problems occurs in many other
chapters besides those specially devoted to them. Possibly
some of Mr. Colquhoun's conclusions may not command uni-
versal assent, but they are entitled to the respect due to every
honest and unbiassed attempt to get at the truth. We cannot
resist the impression that, with every wish to be scrupulously
fair to the native, the author has formed his opinion rather
from the statements, favourable and unfavourable, of various
persons about that much-debated factor in colonial politics,
than from a personal acquaintance with the native himself—a
very different thing from the most conscientious questioning
of this or that individual, or any number of individuals,
whether the Rev. W. Rubusana, or Lutshuke' or Nyembezi,
straight from the Abambo kraals. One is rather surprised to
read (p. 125): " I know that white women in South Africa are
afraid to be left alone with their black servants "—as though
it were a universal proposition. It is true in some cases, but
as certainly untrue in others. We should be disposed to think
that Mr. Colquhoun has not grasped quite the whole truth as
regards the Bantu polity. He says (p. 37), " The South
African native understands only one form of government—the
personal dictatorship of one man,"—and again (p. 419),

The subject races, whether in Africa or Asia, have the most
deeply-rooted prejudice in favour of paternal rule, and have
never evolved a representative much less a democratic theory
of government." The African Paramount chief is not in
reality a despot—he only appears to be so as long as he carries
a majority of his tribe with him. The paternal rule is largely
tempered by the opinions of the elders, and any chief who
disregards them does so at his peril. But Mr. Colquhoun's
deduction that the tribal organisation should be interfered
with as little as possible is so sound that we have no wish to
carp at details. His book, as will be seen, is important
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enough to deserve a far more extended notice than we are
able to give it; we take our leave of it with one more quotation
which we throw among our readers as an apple of discord,
expressing no personal opinion thereon : " The movement
towards Equatorial Africa, involving a series of entirely dif-
ferent problems connected with tropical forms of government
must be stopped. . . . In an insensate attempt to create a
second—far inferior—India in the African wilds, we have
taken over vast territories, and are administering them in the
teeth of great difficulties and with indifferent success."

Notes on the Geology of the Continent of Africa. With an
Introduction and Bibliography. Compiled in the De-
partment of the General Staff, War Office. By Alex-
ander Knox, B.A., Map Curator. London: Wyman
and Sons, Ltd.

T H E geology of Africa, as Mr. Knox reminds us, is as yet
in its infancy. " A regular geological survey is being earned
on in the north of Algeria, the only portion of the continent of
which there is a precise topographical map; a systematic
survey has been undertaken for Lower Egypt, and a com-
mission has been at work in the extreme south of the con-
tinent, while the first report of the geological survey of Natal
and Zululand has lately appeared. With these exceptions
our knowledge chiefly depends on more or less complete
studies of isolated areas by various travellers with generalisa-
tions based on them; here and there a comparatively super-
ficial reconnaissance survey, and scattered notes made by men
with very varying scientific qualifications from the profes-
sional geologist to the lay hunter." The work before us is
an admirable digest of what is already known, and guide to
those parts of the subject which still await investigation.
The introduction is most interesting reading, even for the
non-geologist. Africa is probably the oldest of the contin-
ents; one proof of this is the absence of indentations in its
coast-line, these having been filled up by long-continued
silting-up at the river mouths. The primitive axis of the con-
tinent, consisting of gneiss and schists, can be traced from
Eritrea south-westward to the Drakensberg of Natal; the
present main axis seems to have been upheaved in a tremend-
ous volcanic outburst during the Mesozoic period. The dif-
ference of geological development in the eastern and western
halves of the continent (see p. 13 and elsewhere), is a point
of great importance. The excellent map and set of diagrams
will be found very useful.


